
 

February 27, 2014  

 

 

 

 
H.E. Mr. Ha Hung Cuong 

Minister of Justice 

56-60 Tran Phu St., Ba Dinh District 

Hanoi, Vietnam 

Dear Minister:  

 
Re:  Arrest and Detention of Human Rights Lawyer Le Quoc Quan 

 

I write on behalf of the Law Society of Upper Canada* further to our letter to you dated 

February 7, 2013, expressing our deep concern about the case of human rights lawyer Le 

Quoc Quan. 

 

It is our understanding that Le Quoc Quan remains in detention. According to reliable 

reports, on October 2, 2013, he was convicted of evading corporate income tax. The trial 

took only one day.  Le Quoc Quan was sentenced to 30 months in prison and a fine of 1.2 

billion dongs (approximately $59,000 USD) was levied against the company of which he 

is a director. The Hanoi Appeal Court upheld the conviction of Le Quoc Quan on 

February 18, 2014. Our sources also note that Le Quoc Quan’s wife has reported that he 

is in poor health. Le Quoc Quan’s conviction is believed to be politically motivated and 

intended to prevent him from continuing his legitimate human rights work. 

 

The Law Society is deeply concerned about situations where lawyers who work for the 

protection and respect of human rights are themselves targeted for exercising their 

freedoms and rights under international law. International human rights instruments, 

including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights state that respect for human rights is essential to advancing the 

rule of law. Article 16 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers 

states “governments shall ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional 

functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; are able 

to travel and to consult with their clients freely; and shall not suffer, or be threatened 

with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in 

accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.” 
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Therefore, the Law Society of Upper Canada calls on the Vietnamese authorities to, 

 

a. quash the conviction of Le Quoc Quan, release him immediately and guarantee in 

all circumstances his physical and psychological integrity; 

b. ensure that Le Quoc Quan receives immediate medical attention; 

c. put an end to all acts of harassment and intimidation against Le Quoc Quan and 

other human rights defenders in Vietnam; 

d. ensure that all lawyers can carry out their peaceful and legitimate activities 

without fear of physical violence or other human rights violations; and 
e. ensure in all circumstances respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms 

in accordance with international human rights standards and international 

instruments. 

 

Yours truly, 

 
 

 

Thomas G. Conway 

Treasurer 

 

* The Law Society of Upper Canada is the governing body for 46,200 lawyers and 6,000 

paralegals in the Province of Ontario, Canada, and the Treasurer is the head of the Law 

Society. The mandate of the Law Society is to govern the legal profession in the public 

interest by upholding the independence, integrity and honour of the legal profession for 

the purpose of advancing the cause of justice and the rule of law.  


